Going Gorilla for Good Books %%JB. fiMIKLAZ AR

Many authors and illustrators of children’s books are known for their description of animals, but the one

most famous for drawing and writing about gorillas is surely Anthony Browne. He grew up in Yorkshire,

England, where his father taught him to draw. After leaving school, Browne studied graphic design and
painted the insides of people’s bodies for medical textbooks. From there he went on to illustrate greeting
cards, and then children’s books. In fact, the book that first made him famous, Gorilla, grew out of a

picture he drew for a birthday card.
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Many of Browne’s books feature gorillas or other apes, along with bananas; some are hidden on almost
every page, often in dreamlike representations of famous paintings. charmed by these pictures, children
enjoy looking for the hidden fruit, while adults appreciate Browne’s visual jokes and cultural references. In

Willy the Dreamer, for example, a chimp named Willy dreams he becomes a singer who looks like Elvis, and

an actor who looks like Charlie Chaplin, Thanks to Browne’s artistic gifts, such fantasies always seem

perfectly natural, and very funny.
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In his lengthy career, Browne has published some 40 books and won a number of awards. He received the

Hans Christian Andersen Award for children’s literature in 2000, and was named the UK Children’s Laureate

from 2009 to 2011. Because of his fascination with gorillas, he was even invited to present a children’s TV
show from inside a cage with several of them. Although the experience wasn’t quite as he imagined, he

continues to imagine gorillas, and draw them, to this day!
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— by Dmitri Detwyler
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illustrator [ ° 1les trete] n. #il&] i 5
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illustrate [ ° 1lestret] v. KT (155, K@
representation [ reprizen'tefon] n. KII; it description
visual [~ vizuel] adj. M3

lengthy [ * len61] adj. UK

fascination [ feesn  efon] n. K7, Fax

Idiom

go on to do something: 4t4%... to do something after doing something else

grow out of something: 7= T35 to develop and grow outward from something

cultural reference: {bH k=% something specific to the popular culture at the time



